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1"'Jacob departed from Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. !! He encountered the place

and spent the night there because the sun had set; he took from the stones of the place
which he arranged around his head, and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamt, and behold!
A ladder was set earthward and its top reached heavenward: and behold! angels of God were

ascending and descending on it.
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Yet another opinion concerning the stones that Jacob toolk:
TN X 13 P 03 BwR YR EY b @1 — R’ Levi and R?
Elazar said in the name of R’ Yose bar Zimra:  pna I8y
NIRRT XN MY WK nnn o arm — [Jacob] arranged
[the stones] like a gutterpipe™ and placed them under his

- head™” because he was afraid of wild animals."!
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gutterpipe wx"% 33y — around his head,”
dangerous animals.®

AND HE PUT [THEM] AROUND HIS HEAD.

his head,” n7nix nxn — and this one would say,
IO T34 NI N3 WITRD 1RLY
stone. W v — This is why it says,
stone that he placed around his head,”® using the singular “the stone.”!
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The touchstone
Creator as the ultimate verity; it bids us worship Him in utter honesty. In a
life spent in His presence, lying has no place; especially is a false oath an

effrontery to Him, when His name is used to make it seem valid. For His
Name is thus profaned.

M~/ No animal ever acts “falsely” or lies. Every creature but man is faithful
to its nature: what it was created to do, it does, without guile or double-think.
It never desecrates the holy Name by betraying its Creator and acting “out
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of Torah is truth. It requires us to acknowledge the

N3RN NRY — He took from the stones. Midrashically, the
Sages render that he took several stones. The stones began
quarreling, each one saying, “Upon me shall this righteous
man rest his head.” Thereupon God combined them all into
one stone. That is why verse 18 reads: and [he] took the
stone, in the singular (Rashi).
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7. A gutterpipe has a bottom
which is enclosed on three of its
sides, and open on the fourth.
Similarly, Jacob put down one
stone upon which to lay his head,
and surrounded it with piles of
stones from three sides. His body extended from the
fourth side (Maharsha to Chullin 91b).

2170 1e3 18wy — He made them like a
sniyy nim uen XY — because he was afraid of
it @y i niavy i — [The stones] began to quarrel with one another.
npix XY — This one would say, WK1 Ny PUIY 0N "y — “Upon me shall the righteou§ one lay
s my oy — “Upon me shall he lay his head.”
+m — The Holy One, Blessed is He, immediately made them into one
y S MNYRTA BY WK 1387 DY AR, — “And he took the
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Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

ARG N T S I 8t

'@ﬂv

—— 0(\53

According to the Chasam Sofer, Rashi is not suggesting that
Yaakov did not sleep at all for fourteen years. Rather, Rashi
means that duuw_ﬂqg@u_ygats,thahhe_smdled
Torah in the House of Eiver, Yaakov did not lie down at night;

e i T i S S g e g i e

instead, he fell asleep while sitting up. When he arrived at
Har HaMoriah, however, he reclined with his entire body. The
Chasam Sofer asserts that Yaakov did so, because he wished to

Jie down in the exact same spot where his father Yitzchak had

lain, at the time of the Akeidah, in a fully recumbent position.

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, I would like
to latch onto his coattails to explain why it was crucial to Yaakov
to lie down in the exact location that his father Yitzchak had lain
at the time of the Akeidah. I will rely on a fantastic chiddush

_from the Rambam. He teaches us that David HaMelech erected

. the mizbeiach in the Beis HaMikdash, on Har HaMoriah, on

/ the exact same spot that Avraham Avinu had erected the
1

_ mizbeiach for the Akeidah. Here is what he writes (Hilchos Beis
\, HaBechirah 2, 2):

It is universally accepted that the site on which David
and Shlomo erected the mizbeiach, the threshing floor of
Aravnah, is the site where Avraham erected the mizbeiach
and bound Yitzchak on it. Itis the site where Noach erected
{a mizbeiach), when he left the teivah. It was also the site of
the mizbeiach on which Cain and Abel offered sacrifices.
Also, Adam HaRishon offered a korban on that site when he

was created, and he was created from that site, as our sages

—A}’- said: “Man was created from the place of his atonement

(where he would ultimately be granted atonement, i.e. the site
of the Mikdash).”

The fact that Adam HaRishon was created from the earth of
the site of the future mizbeiach in the Beis HaMikdash is also
documented in the Midrash (B.R. 14, 8) in relation to the passuk
(ibid. 2, 7): X133 1003 DIPRR AT 12 8P BTN AR BYPYN 1 e
BN AIR NS SN P17 ST NN O SN TR FAta 1R ART AR R
sepaye ismanaes “And Hashem G-d formed man of soil from
the earth”—from the site of his (future) atonement, he was
created. As it says (Shemos 20, 21): "A mizbeiach of earth
you shall make for Me.” HKB"H said: Behold, I am creating
him from the site of his atonement., Oh that he will endure
(succeed and not sin)!

- ) o
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Yaakov Avinu Was Exiled to Charan to Atone
for Adam HaRishon Bringing Death to the World

Following this line of reasoning, we will now attempt to
explain the Chasam Sofer’s assertion that Yaakov Avinu reposed
on Har HaMoriah on the site where his father, Yitzchak, had lain
at the time of the Akeidah. As explained, that was also the site of
the mizbeiach and the exact spot from which Adam HaRishon's
head was created. Let us refer to an intriguing passage in the
Midrash Tanchuma (Vayeitzei 1):
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3’1)7\0 The passuk states that Yaakov left Be’er Sheva and travelled

to Charan. The Midrash views this journey as the beginning

of Yaakov's exile. It compares Yaakov to a person who

inadvertently killed another human being. Just as that person

must flee for his life and go into exile—seeking protection

in a “city of refuge”—so, too, Yaakov had to flee for his life to

Charan—fearful that his evil brother Eisav would kill him.
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At first glance, this is puzzling and difficult to comprehend.
Where do we find that Yaakov killed anyone accidentally
necessitating his exile to Charan? To solve this enigma let
us refer to the following Gemara (B.M. 84a): apyt mnEw”
"IWURIN BIRT DY YR wan—the radiance of Yaakov Avinu

resembled the radiance of Adam HaRishon. The Zohar
hakadosh (Bereishis 35b) adds that this implies that Yaakov
Avinu was the tikun for Adam HaRishon: DINT @AY 3PP NO7”
Y PERT DTN FPUBIY 3PN M NURAR The Arizal explains

21

We can now comprehend why HKB"H sentenced Adam
HaRishon to die: “On the day you eat of it, you will surely
die” Seeing as the “cheit” involved the organs and senses of
the head, it was as if the head was severed and separated from
the rest of the body; that is clearly a situation inconsistent
with life. In the Gemara, Chazal express this fact as follows
(Shabbas 75a): "nwa» K51 Rw™ prop’—if the head is separated
from the rest of the body, death is inevitable. Therefore, the

\ﬂdeath penalty was imposed on man to atone for the damage
and insults caused to the head.

in Sha'ar HaPesukim (Vayigash) that Yaakov Avinu _was a
<7 “gilgul"—a reincarnation—of Adam HaRishon and was thus

, obligated to rectify his failures and transgressions.
L This explains very nicely the profound wisdom of Avraham

Now, as a consequence of the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” Adam Avinu, He erected a mizbeiach on Har HaMoriah with the intent
@MM}WM of sacrificing his son, Yitzchak, He did so specifically on the site
Kknow this from the following passuk (Bereishis 2, 17): yya" from which the head of Adam HaRishon was formed. Now,
»yan At 139 Y9N B3 73 1N YIKn x5 y11 510 nyt—but of the we've explained that Adam HaRishon damaged the organs of
Eitz HaDa'as Good and Bad, you must not eat; for on the day the head while committing the “cheit Eitz HaDa'as.” We've also
you eat of it, you will surely die. Our blessed sages state that explained that Yitzchak Avinu was responsible for rectifying
although this was not his intention, nevertheless he is viewed the aspect of murder for Adam HaRishon by his willingness
as one who killed accidentally and requires atonement. As a, to allow his blood to be spilt on that mizbeiach of the Akeidah.

=

result, HKB"H banished Adam from Gan Eden, as it is written
(Bereishis 3, 24): "BINR NN wa—and He drove the man
out. With regards to this banishment, the Midrash teaches
(Bamidbar Rabbah 23, 13): i by o Ranw by wRana by
ris NAWE AL TS AN PHY A w5 i nmb 300
mapn iy ymprn—he was driven o use he

" brought death to future generations. In reality, he should have
>t( died immediately, but Hashem had mercy on him and banished
him from Gan Eden instead—iwlﬂmdﬂﬂmly

is exiled from his home to a “city of refuge.”’

“"Therefore, Avraham bound Yitzchak on a mizbeiach at the exact ) t
spot from which Adam HaRishon's head was created, so that?
the tikun accomplished by Yitzchak would happen there.

Yaakov Avinu Surrounded His Head
with Stones to Rectify the Defects of the Head

&
38 Caused by Adam HaRishon

We can now shed some light on the revelation of the
Chasam Sofer concerning the wondrous acts of Yaakov Avinu
on Har HaMoriah. As we've learned, HKB"H had the sun set
prematurely so that Yaakov would spend the night at that
divine lodging place. He reposed on the exact same spot that
Yitzchak was bound during the Akeidah. We have also learned
that Avraham erected that mizbeiach on the site from which
the head of Adam HaRishon was created to rectify the defects
caused to the head.

Thus, we have succeeded in deciphering our sages’ enigmatic
words (Tanchuma, Vayeitzei 1): Thus did our Rabbis teach:
One who kills another person unintentionally is exiled to
a “city of refuge” . . . Yaakov Avinu was exiled to Charan. He
-~/ fled for his life fearful lest the wicked Eisav, his brother,

would Kkill him, Now, seeing as Yaakov was a gilgul of Adam
HaRishon, and represented his tikun for having brought

e
e

Therefore, when Yaakov Avinu was exiled to Charan—

\
\
—

death to the world, he required atonement. Therefore, he was
exiled from his home, in keeping with the law of one who kills
unintentionally. This is the implication of the continuation
of the Midrash: He was fearful lest the wicked Eisav, his

\ubrother, would kill him—in other words, he feared that he

3%
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deserved to die for having brought death to the world.

Continuing onward on this sublime path, we will now focus
on what Yaakov Avinu did at the site of the Mikdash before
going to sleep: “He took from the stones of the place and
he put them around his head.” Rashi explains: He arranged
them like a gutter-pipe around his head, because he
feared the presence of wild animals. If we analyze the

“cheit Eitz HaDa'as/” it is apparent that the sin was intimately
related to the organs of the head. To begin with, the power
of speech coming from the mouth played a crucial role;
Chava should never have entered into a conversation with
the primeval serpent—"hanachash hakadmoni” As Rashi
teaches us (Bereishis 3, 1), the nachash engaged Chava in a
lengthy conversation, so that it could entice her to partake of

the Eitz HaDa'as. Clearly, the ears were also involved in the
sin; for, she listened to its persuasive arguments. Regarding

the eyes, it says (ibid. 1, 6): mxn 251 YoRnY Yy 210 25 UKD RN

nd the woman saw that the tree was good for
eating and that it was a delight to the eyes. The mouth was

involved once again when they ate the fruit: Yaxn ¥1bN NP

il

AT

~ «Y3RM My NWRY D2 inm—she took of its fruit, and she ate,

and she also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

[~
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£
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in keeping with the law of one who causes death to another
inadvertently—he yearned to pray at the site of the Mikdash.
After all, his fathers prayed there; that is where Avraham bound
Yitzchak; that is where Adam HaRishon's head was formed
from. Thus, he would continue the tikun of the head which was >
damaged in the commission of the “cheit Eitz HaDa'as.” Whenhe
realized that the Almighty wanted him to sleep there, helay down 8
on the exact same spot where Yitzchak had lain at the Akeidah.
For, he wanted to participate in the tikun of the head.

It is with great pleasure that we can now explain Yaakov
Avinu's actions. When he slept on the site of the Akeidah:
“He took from the stones of the place, and he placed them
around his head” As we learned from Rashi, he formed a
gutter-pipe around his head to protect him from wild animals.
We posed an obvious question: Why didn’t he feel it necessary
to protect his entire body? In keeping with our cunﬂt'
discussion, we can suggesta wonderful answer. He reposed on
the site of the mizbeiach, the site from which Adam HaRishon's
head was created. Hence, his aim was to protect the head from
the damage and insults caused by Adam HaRishon. The wild
animals he feared were none other than the yetzer hara and
its negative influences. He took extra measures to prevent
them from luring him astray as they had lured Adam HaRishon
through the organs and senses in his head. This is the tikun that
he accomplished via this stratagem.
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'_Egc;r—'daihgl'y,—tﬂeTji‘iil{ant,Rabbi Yosef Engel explains why
it is fitting for Jews to occupy Eretz Yisrael when they are
performing the will of the Almighty. As we've learned, the
head of Adam HaRishon was formed from the earth of Eretz

Yisrael, while his body was formed from Bavel and the other

_lands. Therefore, when Yisrael subjugate their heart to the

—3% will of the neshamah—located in the head, the king of all the
bodily limbs and organs—they deserve to occupy the land
f\rgm which man’s head was formed. ,

Letus add an intrigu'ing thought. Our blessgdﬁs'ége;ziv-vays
refer to the land that HKB"H gave us as Eretz Yisrael. In
Sha’ar HaPesukim on this week’s parsha, the Arizal notes:

PR Y 1PP0 9 WURT Y MmN Bn YURaw s —that YrRawe is an’s

~ .
(anagram for w's" "y, because their function is the tikun of the |
head—the “rosh.” As explained, itis a Jew's goal and purpose

to establish the head as the ruler of the entire body. When this

is accomplished, it is as if only the head exists, since all the

other bodily parts subordinate themselves to the head. Thus,
the appellation Eretz Yisrael conveys the fact that to deserve

_ her requires placing the head in control of the entire body.
This is the implication of its anagram w"s1 "%,
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Theladder's legs were in Béer Sheva, its tip reached Beis El, and
”Wts middle was over Yerushalayim. (Rashi)

HE RAMBAN ARGUES WITH RASHI as to how the ladder was

Tsituated. He cites Midrashim that say it was either standing in

[,.B/e’er Sheva and reached to Yerushalayim, or that it was standing in
Yerushalayim and reached to Beis EL

The Ramban also argues that it is unreasonable to put Yerushalayim

in the middle of the ladder.” Yerushalayim and the Beis HaMikdash

is the place where one can either begin or achieve spiritual goals. Ye-

of spiritual achievement. At the bottom of the ladder, it would signify
the earthly location especially conducive to prayer, from which a per-
son can begin his spiritual ascent. The importance of Yerushalayim is
therefore lost by being situated under the middle of the ladder.
If, however, one thinks into Rashi’s words more deeply, he is telling
us something most profound, yet very practical.
“~# Beginning one’s ascent to Heaven is a momentous and deeply sig-

nificant occasion. New beginnings, however, are not uncommon in
a person's life. How many times does a person resolve to begin a new

path of spiritual growth, only to fall away when the obstacles become

too difficult to surpass? Each of us can remember starting a new day

full of good intentions to change our regular behavior patterns and
begin the climb towards spiritual greatness only to end the day disap-
pointed and discouraged having wasted yet another opportunity to
rise beyond our limitations. How often have we heard of an individual
who possessed great potential, and for whom great things were pre-
dicted, who ended up achieving next to nothing? The path of life is
littered with shattered dreams and potentials unrealized. Yerushalayim
is not about repeated failure and broken dreams. The bottom of the
ladder, therefore, is not the location of Yerushalayim.

Lk'\ Very occasionally, a great individual lifts himself above the masses
and achieves astounding success. He joins the elite few who reach
the other end of the ladder, the place of final success and fulfillment.
This is the place for those who have overcome all life’s obstacles and
have succeeded against the odds. At the top of the ladder, the gates
of Heaven have opened for these gifted few. This too, does not de-
scribe Yerushalayim, for Yerushalayim is surely not only for the elite.

“Of every remnant that will be in Zion and every remaining one in
Jerusalem, ‘Holy’ will be said of him, everyone who is inscribed for life
in Jerusalem? Tt cannot be that all those remaining in Yerushalayim
will have achieved total perfection, as did Yaakov, yet they are all
called ‘Kadosk’. Indeed, Hashem did not create the world for just the
few righteous individuals, the tzaddikim who fulfilled their potential
and achieved all their goals. Every Jewish person can say, “bishvili
nivrah olam, for me the world was created” (Sanhedrin 37a). This

fi/is true whether or not he manages to perfect himself to the fullest.

Yerushalayim, therefore, cannot be at the top of the ladder.
Rashi holds, therefore, that Yerushalayim is situated in the middle

>§/O\f the ladder. Holiness is not merely a measure of the extent of a
~person’s achievements, but rather a reflection of one’s desire to place
himself on the ladder and strive to climb to the best of his ability. Any

Jew who has broken free of the heaviness that existed within him, who

has moved beyond the pitfalls of the early stages of avodas Hashem
(Divine service) and proven himself to be steadily climbing is worthy
of being included with those the Prophet calls ‘Holy’ He is “written
for life? 1t is not necessary for him to have made it to the top; only

@ that he be striving to reach it. The middle of the ladder, therefore, is
the most apt place for Yerushalayim.
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The essence of a Jew’s Divine service is to never lose sight of his

,-goal, persevering despite the obstacles that face him. Though some

" great tzaddikim succeed in reaching the very Gates of Heaven, most

of us have a humbler purpose in life. The main thing is never to give
up and to keep moving onwards and upwards. Inevitably there will
be barriers, yet they are themselves a hidden aspect of what is in
reality Hashem’s greatest kindness. The barriers give us our greatest
opportunity to serve Him, by bringing out the deeper strengths and
potentials that would otherwise remain hidden from us.
< It is precisely at those moments when we feel our barriers to be
insurmountable, when we come close to despairing of ever achieving
genuine progress in our spiritual growth, that we can make the most
significant strides. When a person feels that he can do no more, and
his strength and desire have left him empty and almost without hope,
he must realize that he now stands on the threshold of unimaginable
. spiritual growth. What he must do at that point is to gird himself like
the most fearless of warriors, and prepare to battle the enemy head on.
‘This is the point in his progress that, if surpassed, will bring him to
‘realms of spiritual achievement of which he only previously dreamed.
‘Instead of feeling the despair of helplessness, he must see that now
'fhis struggle will truly count. The Ribbono Shel Olam in His infinite

7 kindness sends these times as a hidden key to test our true resolve and
> bring out our true greatness. This is 2 lesson that we must engrave on
\? our hearts as it will hold us in good stead for our entire lives.

-

so

Growth Through Torah — 2. Qigken

“AND [Yaakov] HAD A DREAM AND IN HIS DREAM THERE WAS A
LADDER STANDING ON THE GROUND AND ITS TOP REACHED THE
HEAVENS.” (Braishis 28:12)

The Chofetz Chayim cited the idea expressed by many

commentators that the ladder Yaakov saw in his dream symbolizes
the situation of every person in this world. There are two actions a
person performs on a ladder. Either he goes up from the bottom to.
the top, or else he goes down from the top to the bottom. Each day

in a person’s life he faces new challenges. If he has the willpower
and self-discipline to overcome those challenges, he goes up in his
 spiritual level. If, however, a person fails to exercise the necessary

self-control, he lowers himself. This is our daily task, to climb
higher every day. (Toras Habayis, ch.10)

3¢ There is no standing in one place. When challenges arise, you

will either behave in an elevated manner and grow from the
experience or you will fail. Learn to appreciate the daily challenges
that face you. Every difficulty is a means of elevating yourself.

e Every time you overcome a negative impulse you grow as a person.

When a person climbs a ladder, he feels his progress with each step.
So too with your daily victories over your negative impulses. Feel

~your progress and you will have the motivation to continue

climbing.



